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TThhiiss  bbooookk  iiss  pprriimmaarriillyy  ddeessiiggnneedd  ffoorr  tteeaacchheerrss  ooff  wwrriittiinngg  ggrraaddeess  ffiivvee  tthhrroouugghh  nniinnee.  With the help 

of this unit, your students will have fun as they learn about the different types of verbs, and 
lay to rest those verbs that weaken their writing!   The teaching unit includes teaching 

handouts, practice pages, and directions and handouts to hold your own DEAD VERB FUNERAL.   

SSccrroollll  ddoowwnn  ttoo  vviieeww  aanndd  pprriinntt  tthhee  ttaabbllee  ooff  ccoonntteennttss  ffoorr  tthhiiss  bbooookk  aanndd  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ffeeww  ppaaggeess..    

AAtt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  uunniitt,,  iinnssttrruuccttiioonnss  aarree  pprroovviiddeedd  ffoorr  hhoollddiinngg  aa  DDeeaadd  VVeerrbb  ffuunneerraall..    OOnn  

tthhiiss  ssppeecciiaall  sscchhooooll  ddaayy,,  yyoouurr  ssttuuddeennttss  wwiillll  ddrreessss  tthhee  ppaarrtt,,  aacctt  tthhee  ppaarrtt,,  aanndd  ccoommpplleettee  

eeuullooggiieess  aanndd  oobbiittuuaarriieess  ffoorr  aa  hheellppiinngg//lliinnkkiinngg  vveerrbb  aanndd  aa  wweeaakk  aaccttiioonn  vveerrbb..    OOuurr  eennttiirree  uunniitt  

ccoonnttaaiinnss  ssaammpplleess  ooff  eeuullooggiieess  aanndd  oobbiittuuaarriieess,,  ffiillll--iinn--tthhee  bbllaannkk  ffoorrmmss  ffoorr  wwrriittiinngg  aa  eeuullooggyy  aanndd  

oobbiittuuaarryy,,  ““hhyymmnnss””  ffoorr  tthhee  ffuunneerraall,,  ssttuuddeenntt  hhaannddoouuttss  eexxppllaaiinniinngg  tthhee  pprroojjeecctt,,  aa  tteeaacchheerr  

rruubbrriicc,,  aanndd  mmoorree!!      WWeeaakk  VVeerrbbss  ~~  DDeeaadd  aanndd  GGoonnee  ttaakkeess  aa  ccooooll,,  ffuunn,,  aanndd  eeffffeeccttiivvee  
aapppprrooaacchh  ttoo  tteeaacchh  kkiiddss  ttoo  uussee  ssttrroonngg  vveerrbbss  iinn  tthheeiirr  wwrriittiinngg!!    CClliicckk  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ttoo  ppuurrcchhaassee  

aanndd  ddoowwnnllooaadd  tthhee  eennttiirree  bbooookk!!    

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ssaannddttppuubblliiccaattiioonnss..cciittyymmaaxx..ccoomm//ccaattaalloogg//iitteemm//44331111771133//88999955552299..hhttmm  
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AAccttiioonn  VVeerrbbss  

  

AAccttiioonn  vveerrbbss  aarree  tthhee  eeaassiieesstt  vveerrbbss  ttoo  rreeccooggnniizzee..    

TThheessee  aarree  tthhiinnggss  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ccaann  ddoo..    AAccttiioonn  vveerrbbss  

ccaann  bbee  aacctteedd  oouutt!!    

LLeeaapp   

                                              SSiinngg  

  

SSpprriinntt   

  

  

  

  

                DDeevvoouurr                                                                DDaannccee  

  

  



HHeellppiinngg  VVeerrbbss  

There are 23 helping verbs.  These verbs can be 

split up into “families”. 

may be do should have will 
might being does could has can 

must been did would had shall 

 am     

 are     

 was     

 were     

 is     
 

Notice, each family has three members, except 

for the “be” family.  It has eight members.   

• The triplets – Be, Being, and Been 

 

• Twins – Am, Are 

 

 

• Another set of twins – was, were 

 

• Little bitty “is” 

 



Helpful Ways to Remember Helping Verbs 
 

Helping Verb Song 
(to the tune of Jingle Bells) 

 

Helping verbs, helping verbs 

There are 23 

am is are was and were 

being, been, and be, 

have, has, had 

do, does, did, 

shall, will, should, and would, 

There are 5 more helping verbs 

may, might, must, can, could. 
 

Story about Mr. Do 
Once upon a time, long ago, there lived a man by the name of Mr. Do.   Mr. Do never married 

and never had any children.  He did, however, have ten nieces and nephews, but they never 

went to visit their aging uncle.    Now, Mr. Do possessed a hen that laid golden eggs, and in his 

old age, several of his nieces and nephews found out that he owned this hen.  It was then that 

each of his nieces would go to visit Mr. Do, and each of his nephews would bring him gifts 

every week.  You see, these greedy family members of his wanted his prized hen.  They were 

waiting on him to die, and each niece and nephew thought that the precious hen would be left to 

him or her.  Well, one day, sure enough, Mr. Do passed away.  The money hungry nieces and 

nephews ransacked their uncle’s house searching for his will.  Mr. Do, however, did not have a 

will, so his hen and all of its golden eggs went to the government.  The end. 
 

Now, if you can remember the lesson from this story, you will be on your way to remembering 

the 23 helping verb. 

Lesson:  May be Mr. Do should have a will.  (Exclude the words Mr. and a and you 

have the first member of each helping verb family.)  See if you can complete each 

family in the following chart. 

may be do should have will 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      



Dead Verb Funeral 
Teacher Notes 

 

Objective:  Students will “bury” the dead verbs – helping, linking, and weak verbs. 

Purpose: After burying the “dead verbs”, students will use strong action verbs in 

their writing. 

 

Materials needed: 

Casket 

Music – CD player 

 

Procedures to prepare for funeral: 

• Complete all handouts in the teaching unit.  

 

• Find something to use as a casket.  You may be able to borrow a small “demo 

casket” from a local funeral home.  Or, you can make your own by placing 

black cloth or a black sheet around a storage crate or box. You may also want 

some flowers to place on top of the casket. 

 

• Find some instrumental music to be played as the students walk out to the 

funeral.   

 

• You may want to have cupcakes or cake squares to serve after the service.  

You can write a helping verb on each. ☺☺☺☺ 

 

• Decide on the order of your service. (A sample is provided in this unit.) 

 

• Explain the difference between strong verbs and weak verbs. (use provided 

handout) 

 

• Assign each student a helping/linking verb. 

 

• Explain the difference between a eulogy and an obituary and show examples. 

(Examples are provided.) 

 

• You may want to make a bulletin board for the obituaries. 

 

• For struggling writers, you may want to use the fill-in-the-blank eulogy and 

obituary. (Fill-in-the-blank eulogies and obituaries are provided.) 

 

• Rehearse the songs for the funeral. (“hymns” provided in unit) 

  



  

OOrrddeerr  tthhee  eennttiirree  WWeeaakk  VVeerrbbss  ~~DDeeaadd  aanndd  GGoonnee  uunniitt  ttooddaayy!!      
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OOtthheerr  GGrreeaatt  WWrriittiinngg  TTeeaacchhiinngg  TToooollss  bbyy  SS&&TT  PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss,,  LLLLCC  
  
GGrraammmmaarr  GGrreemmlliinnss  

TThhiiss  bbooookk  iiss  pprriimmaarriillyy  ddeessiiggnneedd  ffoorr  tteeaacchheerrss  ooff  wwrriittiinngg  ggrraaddeess  ffiivvee  tthhrroouugghh  nniinnee.  With 

Grammar Gremlins, your students will laugh a bit as you address the little mistakes that often 
plague their writing. EEaacchh  lleessssoonn  iiss  ccoommpplleettee  wwiitthh  aann  iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn  ppaaggee,,  pprraaccttiiccee,,  aanndd  aa  qquuiizz..    

OOnnccee  aa  ““ggrreemmlliinn””  iiss  ttaauugghhtt,,  iitt  nneevveerr  ““ddiissaappppeeaarrss””..      WWiitthh  eeaacchh  nneeww  ““ggrreemmlliinn””  tthhee  oolldd  oonneess  

aarree  rreevviieewweedd..    TThheerreeffoorree,,  oonn  eeaacchh  qquuiizz,,  ssttuuddeennttss  aarree  aasssseesssseedd  oonn  tthhaatt  wweeeekk’’ss  ““ggrreemmlliinn””  

aalloonngg  wwiitthh  aallll  pprreevviioouussllyy  ttaauugghhtt  ““ggrreemmlliinnss””..    YYoouu  ccaann  sseeee  tthhiiss  ““ssppiirraalliinngg””  mmeetthhoodd  bbyy  llooookkiinngg  

aatt  tthhee  ffrreeee  ssaammpplleess  oonn  oouurr  wweebbssiittee..      IIff  yyoouu  lliikkee  tthhee  ffrreeee  lleessssoonnss,,  yyoouu  sshhoouulldd  oorrddeerr  tthhee  

bbooookk..    IItt  iiss  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  oovveerr  oonnee  hhuunnddrreedd  ttwweennttyy  ppaaggeess  ooff  mmiinnii--lleessssoonnss,,  rreevviissiioonn  pprraaccttiiccee,,  

aanndd  aasssseessssmmeenntt..    GGrraammmmaarr  GGrreemmlliinnss  ttaakkeess  aa  ccooooll,,  ffuunn,,  aanndd  eeffffeeccttiivvee  aapppprrooaacchh  ttoo  eeddiittiinngg!!      

  

VViissiitt  oouurr  ssiittee,,  aanndd  pprriinntt  ffrreeee  hhaannddoouuttss  ffrroomm  GGrraammmmaarr  GGrreemmlliinnss!!    GGoo  ttoo  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  lliinnkk::  
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EEEEEEEExxxxxxxxttttttttrrrrrrrreeeeeeeemmmmmmmmeeeeeeee        MMMMMMMMaaaaaaaakkkkkkkkeeeeeeeeoooooooovvvvvvvveeeeeeeerrrrrrrr        ~~~~~~~~        WWWWWWWWrrrrrrrriiiiiiiittttttttiiiiiiiinnnnnnnngggggggg        EEEEEEEEddddddddiiiiiiiittttttttiiiiiiiioooooooonnnnnnnn        

TThhiiss  bbooookk  iiss  pprriimmaarriillyy  ddeessiiggnneedd  ffoorr  tteeaacchheerrss  ooff  wwrriittiinngg  ggrraaddeess  ffiivvee  tthhrroouugghh  nniinnee..    TThhee  iiddeeaa  

ccaammee  ffrroomm  tthhee  hhiitt  tteelleevviissiioonn  rreeaalliittyy  sshhooww  ““EExxttrreemmee  MMaakkeeoovveerr  HHoommee  EEddiittiioonn””..    VViieewweerrss  

wwaattcchh  aass  bbuuiillddeerrss  tteeaarr  ddoowwnn  aa  rruunn--ddoowwnn  hhoouussee  aanndd  rreebbuuiilldd  iitt  ssoo  tthhaatt  iitt  bbeeccoommeess  ssoommeeoonnee’’ss  

ddrreeaamm  hhoommee..    SSoo,,  wwhhyy  nnoott  ttaakkee  tthhiiss  ccoonncceepptt  aanndd  ttrraannssffeerr  iitt  ttoo  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  ooff  tteeaacchhiinngg  kkiiddss  

hhooww  ttoo  rreevviissee??    TThhiiss  bbooookk  ttaakkeess  aa  pprroocceessss  aapppprrooaacchh  ttoo  rreevviissiioonn  aanndd  iiss  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  eeiigghhtt  

sstteeppss..    AAfftteerr  tteeaacchhiinngg  mmiinnii--lleessssoonnss,,  ssttuuddeennttss  aarree  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  ““ddeessiiggnn  tteeaammss””  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  

wwoorrkk  ccoollllaabboorraattiivveellyy  ttoo  ““tteeaarr  ddoowwnn””  aa  rroouugghh  ddrraafftt  aanndd  ““rreebbuuiilldd””  iitt  wwiitthh  tthhee  ttoooollss  ooff  

rreevviissiioonn..      

VViissiitt  oouurr  ssiittee,,  aanndd  pprriinntt  ffrreeee  hhaannddoouuttss  ffrroomm  EExxttrreemmee  MMaakkeeoovveerr  ~~  WWrriittiinngg  EEddiittiioonn!!    

  GGoo  ttoo  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  lliinnkk::  

  

http://www.sandtpublications.com/extrememakeoverwriting.html 

 

 

 

Also, visit our site for free lesson plans for several popular young adult novels! 

http://www.sandtpublications.com 


